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Saturday 27th March

1000
Coffee on arrival
1030
Lecture One: Jack Aubrey’s Navy

Dr Nicholas Slope, Commissioning Editor The Nelson Society
1130
Coffee break
1145
Lecture Two: Nelson’s Navy in Caricature

Matthew Sheldon, Head of Curatorial Department Royal Naval Museum

1245
Guided tour of Victory Gallery

1330  
Lunch: Cold Fork Buffet
1500
Visit Spinnaker Tower which has, arguably, the best views over Portsmouth Harbour and Portsmouth Naval Base.  Afternoon tea included
1830
Concert: Celebration of Friendship

A string quartet performs music featured in the novels, interspersed with a selection of readings about the friendship of Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin.
Followed by a hot buffet supper

Sunday 28th March
0930
Guided VIP tour of HMS Victory
1030
Coffee in Princess Royal Gallery
 1045
Lecture Three: Illustrating Naval History

Geoff Hunt, President Royal society of Marine Artists
1145
Comfort break
1200
Lecture Four: Lord Cochrane:: the real Master and Commander?

Dr David Cordingly, former Keeper of Pictures National Maritime 
Museum
1300
Lunch: Hot Fork Buffet
1500
Farewell! Opportunity to visit the historic ships and attractions in the Historic Dockyard (tickets provided)



The Navy of Aubrey and Maturin





The novels of Patrick O’Brian are now by far the most popular fictional accounts of Nelson’s Navy.





Once again, the Royal Naval Museum in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard is celebrating O’Brian’s achievement with a special weekend devoted to his novels and the Royal Navy they depict.





Lectures by leading experts in their fields show how O’Brian reflected the latest insights into life in the Georgian Navy.  A concert of music and readings from books newly created for this year’s conference, will celebrate the extraordinary friendship of Captain Jack Aubrey and Surgeon Stephen Maturin that gives the novels their emotional heart.





The highlight of the weekend is the rare privilege of dinner on the lower gundeck of HMS Victory, Nelson’s Flagship at Trafalgar, at mess tables slung between the 32-pounder guns.





The cost of the weekend is £450 per person (not including accommodation).





All profits from this event will go towards the Museum’s work in preserving and interpreting the history of the Royal Navy.








**





PROGRAMME





Friday 26th March





Welcome and drinks reception on the Quarterdeck, HMS Victory





2000	Dinner on the Lower Gundeck, HMS Victory, Nelson’s Flagship, by kind courtesy of Vice Admiral Sir Alan Massey KCB CBE ADC , Second Sea Lord and Commander-in-Chief Naval Home Command
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20





The Royal Naval Museum is located in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, which is also home to HMS Victory, the Mary Rose, HMS Warrior (1860), Action Stations and other related attractions.





Directions


Portsmouth is situated on the South Coast of England.





The major London Airports, Gatwick and Heathrow, both 60 miles (100km) away, and Southampton International Airport are all in easy reach via good rail and rail/coach connections.





There is a direct rail service from London Waterloo which takes 90 minutes.  Rail passengers should book to Portsmouth Harbour Stations, which is very convenient for the Historic Dockyard.





Portsmouth enjoys good road connections:  the A3(M) puts London only 90 minutes away and the M27/A27 connects the City with Britain’s motorway network.





Accommodation


We recommend the following hotels, which have a limited number of rooms available.  Rooms will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis:


Express at Holiday Inn, Gunwharf Quays.  £85.95 per room per night.  Tel. 023 9289 4240 and quote ‘O’Brian Weekend’.  The Express is only a 5 minute walk from the Historic Dockyard


Holiday Inn, Pembroke Road. £80.00 per room per night (single occupancy)/£90.00 per room per night (twin or double occupancy).  Tel. 023 9285 6320/email � HYPERLINK "mailto:reservations-portsmouth@ihg.com" ��reservations-portsmouth@ihg.com� .  Please quote ‘O’Brian Weekend’.  The Holiday Inn is about a 20 minute walk or 5 minute drive from the Historic Dockyard.


Marriott Hotel, Portsmouth.  £95.00 per room per night (single occupancy)/£105.00 per room per night (double/twin occupancy).  Tel. 023 9238 3151 opt 1 or


	online: � HYPERLINK "http://cwp.marriott.com/pmeha/royalnavalmuseum/" ��http://cwp.marriott.com/pmeha/royalnavalmuseum/� . Please quote ‘R26’.


	The Marriott Hotel is a 20 minute drive from the Historic Dockyard.  Free mini-bus may be  	available.





For further information and to make a booking for the Patrick O’Brian Weekend, please contact:


Mrs Sue Goodger


Royal Naval Museum


HM Naval Base (PP66)


Portsmouth


Hampshire PO1 3NH


Tel: +44(0)23 9272 7583


Fax: +44(0)23 9272 7575


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sue.goodger@royalnavalmuseum.org" ��sue.goodger@royalnavalmuseum.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.royalnavalmuseum.org" ��www.royalnavalmuseum.org�





The Royal Naval Museum is part of the National Museum of the Royal Navy, and is a registered charity (no. 266563)





Illustration:  Geoff Hunt’s cover painting for the novel Post Captain
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